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Dear parents/guardians, 

We write to you as we move into December and the Christmas holidays begin to appear on the horizon. The Autumn 

Term always brings its challenges, but this one has been a term like no other, as you well know. We are very proud 

of the resilience that the school has shown during this time, and thank you for your continued support of the work that 

we do. 

This letter contains some important information about various aspects of school life, and details about the arrangements 

for the end of term, so please read carefully, and do get in touch if you have any questions about anything below. 

 

Covid-19 update 

We have been fortunate in recent weeks to have a manageable amount of cases at school which continue to be traced 

immediately, with all contacts notified. We know that this causes lots of inconvenience for families, and we do not take 

the decision to ask someone to self-isolate lightly. However, we are proud of the fact that we have put the safety of 

our staff and students first, and will continue to follow all national guidance from Public Health England to allow us to 

keep school open safely. 

Many thanks for your understanding and support with this, and we highlight two key points as reminders from previous 

letters that we have sent: 

1) Please contact us immediately if your child has a positive Covid-19 test. Please do not send your child to school if 

they, or anyone else at home, has suspected symptoms. Please get a test, and do not send your child to school 

until you have received a negative result. 

2) If your child is self-isolating at home, there will be work provided through Microsoft TEAMs. This could be a live 

lesson if possible, or will be activities posted in their class TEAM. If access is not possible, all students have 

Knowledge and Assessment Organisers for all of their subjects, and can study these during the times that they 

would usually have lessons. This will help them to keep up with their studies during self-isolation. 

 

Facemasks 

Following the guidance that we received in September, and the updated tiering system that places Wolverhampton 

in Tier 3 (Very High Alert) we continue to require facemasks in school. 

Facemasks are worn between lessons in all corridors and communal spaces, but are not required when students are 

seated in rows in classrooms, or when they are outside the building. They are asked to put their facemask on whenever 

they come into the building, and we insist on this for the safety of all. 

In September, we began to keep a small stock of facemasks at school for students who had forgotten them or were 

unable to provide them. However, as the term has gone on, many students have relied on buying facemasks from 

school and we have had to buy them at a rate which we cannot sustain.   

Therefore, we are asking that you can make every effort to provide your child with a facemask before they come 

to school in the morning. We recommend having a re-usable, washable mask rather than a single-use mask, and the 

vast majority of our students already do this. 
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Contact Details 

The Covid-19 pandemic has made it clear to us the importance of instant communication with our parents and 

guardians, and we would like your help in making this as smooth as possible. 

We use phone calls, text messages, emails and our website to communicate as effectively as possible, but clearly 

some email messages have not always come through to you. This is particularly important when we are letting parents 

know about positive Covid-19 cases and self-isolation. 

If we do not have the latest phone number or email address for you, we ask that you get in touch to update us. Many 

people have new phones at this time of year, so if a number changes we would like you let us know with all urgency 

so that we can update our records. If we do not have an email address on file, please let us know which to use, 

as this is a way that we send urgent letters home. 

 

Contact details can be updated by getting in touch with reception, or by contacting our Communication and Marketing 

Officer, Jackie Sherlock, directly at jsherlock@coltonhills.co.uk.  

 

Christmas Celebrations 

We are pleased to announce that as the next part of our cultural calendar, we are doing lots to celebrate Christmas, 

following up our recent successful Diwali Day, which was thoroughly enjoyed by staff and students alike. We are 

really keen to celebrate all of the cultures in our school throughout the year. 

Over the last two weeks of term, students will be enjoying a screening of ‘A Christmas Carol’ from the Old Vic Theatre 

in London, watching our staff pantomime, taking part in celebration assemblies, tucking into a Covid-friendly Christmas 

dinner in the Dining Room and taking part in an optional Christmas Jumper Day on the final day of the school term. 

We will also be celebrating Christmas around school and on our social media, so please follow our Twitter account 

www.twitter.com/coltonhillscs to see our ‘Colton Christmas’ advent countdown. We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you and your families a happy festive period and a restful start to 2021. 

 

End of Term Dates 

The school term ends on Friday 18th December, and, as usual, students finish with a half-day, meaning that school will 

end at 12.30pm.  

We have a staff INSET Day on Monday 4th January, meaning that the Spring Term will begin on Tuesday 5th January, 

at the usual time of 8.30am. 

 

New Headteacher 

A new era for Colton Hills begins in January with the arrival of our new Headteacher, Andrea Stephens. 

We would both like to offer a personal thank you all for the support that you have given us in leading the school 

during the Autumn Term. It has been an extremely challenging time for everyone working in education, but we have 

been grateful to have so much time with our students, and that the school has not had to close at any point is something 

that we can all be pleased about. 

Our students have supported the return to school by following instructions about bubbles, by wearing facemasks as 

requested, by staying safe in school and by learning well in their lessons. This term has reminded us what a fantastic 
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job that we get to do every day, and also reminded us just how vital learning is to the lives of our students. We thank 

you for your part in supporting all of this. 

The next letter that you will receive will be from Andrea, who will also communicate with you through our termly 

newsletter, which will arrive with you soon. We will return to our positions of Deputy Headteachers, supporting Andrea 

to ensure that the school continues on its journey from good to great. 

We wish you and your families all the best, and thanks once more from both of us. 

 

Best wishes, 

Stephen Blower and Mel Walker, 

Co-Headteachers, Colton Hills Community School 

 


