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Dear Parents and Carers
As we approach the summer holidays, I think we can look back on a very 
successful year for us as a school.  In May we were visited by Ofsted 
Inspectors who spent two days examining all aspects of the school’s work.  
We were incredibly pleased with the extremely positive report we received 
which graded us as good in every element.   If you haven’t had the chance to 
read the report, please do so, a copy is on our website.  There were so many 
fantastic comments about the school, students and staff, many of which paid 
testament to our school vision and values.  Despite this report however, we are 
not complacent and we will continue to look for ways to improve our school and 
build on the broad education we offer to all students.

As I have read through this edition it is heart-warming to see just how moral 
our students can be too help others less fortunate than themselves, how 
enterprising they are to develop ideas in subjects such as science, engineering 
and art (and then communicate them to different audiences) and how 
determined they are to make the most of the opportunities we offer at Colton 
Hills Community School to develop into successful adults.  Equally heart-
warming is the fact that there have been so many other headline-grabbing 
events that could have made it into this newsletter, but there are simply too 
many to publish. 

Without the commitment and hard work of all my staff at the school, we all 
know that none of this would be possible.  I would therefore like to say a public 
thank you for what they do each and every day for our young people. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge your contributions as parents and for your 
support of the school.  We are very proud of your children. 

I hope you have a wonderful summer.

Alberto Otero
Headteacher

Introduction from the Headteacher
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OFSTED NEWS

OFSTED CONFIRM COLTON 
HILLS COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
IS A GOOD SCHOOL
We welcome and celebrate the wonderful news that Ofsted have confirmed that Colton Hills 
Community School is a good school in all areas including Quality of Teaching; Achievement 
of Pupils; Leadership and Management; Behaviour and Safety of Pupils and Sixth Form 
provision. 

Alberto Otero Headteacher said: “This is a great achievement in the two years since our last inspection and 
I would like to personally thank everyone, students, staff, parents and the community for your support and 
by contributing to this outcome.”

There are so many positive comments in the report, below are a few that the whole school community 
should be very proud of:

 

Chair of Governors Duane Williams is delighted with the report and commented: “As you know at Colton 
Hills we care about our students and strive to ensure all students achieve and make good progress. 
Therefore as a community school I am very pleased that the Ofsted report highlights that pupils 
demonstrate positive attitudes to their learning and the quality of teaching has raised student attainment 
and achievement.

The headline in the Express & Star newspaper, dated 
the 18th June read, “Ofsted in praise of school 
attributes”, highlighted that Ofsted has confirmed 
Colton Hills is a good school in all areas.

The Ofsted inspection team have highlighted a wide 
range of positive developments and the School and 
the Local Authority are confident that the leadership 
team will drive through further improvements over 
the coming months and years in order to meet the 
aspirations of being recognised as an outstanding 
school.

“Good teaching and good behaviour are now flourishing at this school”

“The school is offering a good standard of education to all its students”

“All share pride in the school’s recent achievements and a commitment to 
the culture of high expectations.”

“Students consistently display positive attitudes to their learning, which 
contribute to their good progress. They are proud of their work, their 
appearance and their school.”
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Chabeel Week 
Anyone want a free milkshake?

Rajpinder Andhey (Y8) decided to handout free milkshakes to her fellow students during Chabeel week on 25th June. 
It’s a time when Sikhs remember how the 5th Guru became a Sikh martyr after refusing to compromise his faith. 
Although he was burned alive he still accepted God’s Will as sweet. Instead of mourning, Sikhs remember the Guru’s 
burning by cooling other people! Chabeel is free cold sweet drink.  As a committed Sikh, Rajpinder wanted to put her faith 
into practical action and be ‘Chardikala’ which means being eternally optimistic turning negativity into a positive action.

Ramadan @ 
Colton Hills
Did you know that the Muslim month of fasting ~ 
Ramadan, started on June 18th? 

For 30 days no food or drink must pass a fasting Muslim’s 
lips during daylight hours.  In Integrated Humanities year 7 
have been exploring both the Muslim month of fasting and 
the three day Eid celebration which is  a chance to reflect 
upon their achievement and also an opportunity to thank 
Allah for a successful fast.  During Eid, Muslims will give 
Zakat ~ money to help those less fortunate.  

To encourage and support any Muslim who wishes to fast 
during Ramadan, the R.E. room will remain a food and 
drink free zone at break and lunchtime.

German 
Exchange 
We were delighted to once again welcome students 
from our German partner school, IGS Helpsen, to 
Colton Hills. 

The students visited us for a week in May and together 
with our German partners  we went bowling, visited 
Ironbridge and the RAF Cosford Cold War museum, 
among other things.  The German students were really 
interested to visit the local Gurdwara. They also joined 
Colton Hills students in lessons and visited their families, 
where they were made to feel very welcome.  We look 
forward to returning to Germany in October to visit our 
German friends. Our exchange has been an annual event 
for the last eight years. 

LCH – Language, Communications and Humanities faculty



LCH – Language, Communications and Humanities faculty
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It is with great pleasure to announce, that three of our Key Stage 3 students have now read over one million 
words through the school Accelerated Reader scheme. 

The school has invested heavily in our library making it one of the best school libraries in the city. The investment has 
meant students now have access to a wide range of quality reading material from a variety of different genres.

The students in Key Stage 3 all take an Accelerated Reader quiz online after reading a book and this tests their 
knowledge of the text. Students then have a record of the books and the total number of words they have read.

The students pictured below have all read one million words or more and the school community recognise this fantastic 
achievement. Well done!

Colton Hills Millionaires!

Earlier this year Sikh Channel visited Colton Hills. Their CEO Gurdeep Singh delivered an informative seminar 
to our 30 A level R.E. students.  

He spoke about whether the Gurdwara has more of a social or a religious role in the 21st Century.  This clearly 
provoked lots of discussion!
He was impressed with our community school and the Sikh values that we promote namely equality and a focus on 
charity and hard work. He was also amazed that we are only a handful of schools in the country that offer Sikhism to 
A level! Consequently, the R.E room became a film studio; film footage is currently being edited.  

Watch this space for further developments! 

Sikh Channel TV film @ Colton Hills
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STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics faculty

Aluminex reach the final in 
London
A team of year 9 girls have reached the final of the Solution for the Planet project to be held at the Houses of 
Parliament on July 15th. 

The students have developed their own idea based around saving energy in the house using an app that can inform 
you of what plugs are on in the house and enable you to turn them off. Colton Hills entered four teams for the 
competition who continued to work on their projects for six months following the launch of the project with a Big Ideas 
Day which involved over sixty students. The other teams have all received feedback from the judges highlighting the 
positives, of which there were many, and also how to improve their business plan. The students have been supported 
every week by Andrew Macintosh from Lafarge Tarmac who has been able to show the student show to improve their 
work and also bring in additional resources to help them. At times the students have also been supported by another 
mentor from Lafarge Tarmac and also a mentor from Brammer. We will be running the project again next year so if you 
are in KS3 and think you have an idea that can save water, energy or reduce waste then get a team of up to six and 
look out for the launch day in October or November. Aluminex will be presenting to a panel of judges, including the MP 
Hilary Benn, and hopefully they will meet our local MP there for some support. As if that wasn’t enough, they will also 
receive a tour of the Houses of Parliament. We wish them all the best for the final.

Women in Engineering Event
On Friday June 26th Colton Hills held an event for thirty year 9 girl students titled “Those Magnificent Women 
in Their Flying Machines” run by the Women in Engineering Society. 

Students were selected based on academic performance over the last year as a reward for their hard work and 
excellent achievement. The students were set the challenge to construct their own aeroplane wing design using photos 
of the manufacturing of wings from the First World War. During this time in history women were the engineers and 
workers building the wings as the majority of the men were at war on the front line and it was these production lines 
that the photos showed. The students had to construct the building material themselves from newspaper that they 
rolled up, added a small amount of glue before putting through it a set of rollers to form a hard, rigid rod that could 
then be used for constructing a wing. The students’ ideas and models were excellent, with the wings of nine groups 
impressing the presenter with their 3D designs. The students then researched women from history and the present 
day who have or are making an impact in the world of engineering. They then had to present their findings to the 
other groups. The event gave the students the opportunity to understand aspects of working as a team, researching, 
presenting, careers in engineering and also that if it does not work then that is still good as a lot can still be learnt for 
the next design.

Companies and organisations Colton Hills 
have worked with during the year are:
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STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics faculty

Year 12 Engineering Project
A group of six year 12 students worked on engineering a solution to a real working problem over a period of 
six months. 

They worked with Ansaldo NES Ltd, a company based in Spring Road, Bilston. The students and up to 5 engineers 
met every week to work on the problem starting with brainstorming ideas on how to solve the problem. This then 
developed into a workable idea and the students attended a three day residential at the University of Birmingham to 
build their demonstration model. From this they produced a full report on their project and presented their idea at the 
Celebration Day at Cranmore Park. The students received a number of positive comments on their feedback from Ian 
Nicholson from Ansaldo NES Ltd including:

“Display stand was good.  Prototype model worked well, and demonstrated the technical requirements of the brief.  
Additional design of the conveyor to demonstrate the working model was very good.”

“Considering the difficulty of the brief they all did well.  The working prototype demonstrated the team’s understanding 
of the requirements.  Well done!”

The support at all stages of the project by the engineers at Ansaldo NES was excellent and they developed a real 
team ethos with the students, which helped greatly in improving and developing the project. We hope to continue 
working with them next year with another group of students.

Design a Spacecraft
In February this year a group of our students were 
invited to attend the launch of a competition to Build 
Your Own Model Spacecraft, a competition being run 
by RAF Cosford and University of Wolverhampton 
and students.

Since then a group of Yr9 students Amar Chahal, 
Amardeep Dhani, Courage Eguaroen, Crina Popat and 
Harjot Singh have met every Thursday to create their 
design and produce a presentation.  The students came 
up with a rocket, Caelus the 1st, which would transport 
passengers to space, to a luxury hotel for a short break.  
When in space guests would have the opportunity to 
experience Space Golf, Space Walks and Swimming.

Students presented their ideas to a panel of judges at the 
University of Wolverhampton on Thursday 18th of June, 
against a number of local schools.  Unfortunately they 
didn’t win; however they were highly commended for their 
work.  The judges said their design was the most exciting 
idea and that they had been awarded the highest marks 
for entrepreneurial design.  

“What impressed me was the fact that they were they 
only students who approached the judges to ask for 

feedback on thier ideas, so they could be even better next 
time. This just shows the drive and determination of our 
students to succeed.”

They have been invited back to RAF Cosford in 
September to see a classroom that has been built 
in a VC10.
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EPEW – Expression, Performance, Enterprise and Well-being faculty

Every summer term we exhibit a range of work 
from our GCSE and ‘A’ level students for visiting 
moderators. This year we invited staff too and 
received some really positive feedback.

We have some very talented students who have produced 
extremely creative and personal pieces of work. One 
example is Bibek’s, photograph opposite, who moved 
here from Nepal; his personal investigation unit focuses 
on his family’s experience of the civil war in Nepal and is 
rich with symbolism and meaning, Bibek wrote,
“I started to work on the physical state of a soldier, 
because initially it was easier to communicate the 
message of how the soldier felt, however developing it 
more, I decided to make a series of pieces for my final 
outcome showing the state of mind of a soldier who 
is going through war, as this happens there are parts 
missing which suggests the soldier losing his mind. There 
are also a lot of drips in my 2D pieces which relates to 
Anna Shtorm’s paintings and symbolises sadness and 
sorrow, the white sections are left on purpose, and this is 
because in many Asian cultures white is considered to be 
a colour that represents death…
…As conflict broke out in Nepal many people were 
affected including me and my family members. My uncle 
who was attacked by passing Maoists had the worst 
possible encounter, he was asked for food and shelter 
and in such a rural site, it was impossible to provide them 
with what they wanted, denying their request he was 
warned, and later punished. As horrific as it sounds his 
left hand was chopped off, preventing him from doing 
even basic tasks at home“

Two of our most talented GCSE students also attended 
a weekend master class event at the Barber Institute 
of Fine Arts in Birmingham this term. This was the first 
event of its kind and involved students specially selected 
from schools all across the West Midlands. Gabija 
Mieliauskaite and Inderpreet Randhawa attended and 
really enjoyed having the opportunity to work with Art 
specialists from universities and talented students from 
other schools. We hope to send some of our very best 
students again next year!

Art exhibitions & master classes

Can we raise £1000 for the 
Beacon Centre for the Blind?
Once more Year 7 students 
at Colton Hills have had the 
opportunity to work in partnership 
with The Beacon Centre for the 
Blind – a local charity based in 
Sedgely that supports those in 
our community who are blind or 
partially sighted. 

The students spent the morning 
meeting representatives from 
the charity and increasing their 
understanding of the challenges 
that partially sighted people face 
but also to see how they can enjoy 
themselves with a taste of para 
Olympic sport ‘Goalball’. 

‘I wasn’t expecting to enjoy playing 
Goalball as much as I did. It was a 
bit scary at first but then I realised 

how much fun it was – and I even 
scored two goals!’ said Year 7 student 
Haaver Tazeem.

By taking part in a sponsored 
walk these students now have an 
opportunity to raise funds for the 
Beacon Centre and if the last two 
years are anything to go by we will 
hopefully break through the £1000 
mark. 

This would be a fantastic 
achievement considering this 
event is only in its third year!



HOUSE NEWS
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ANOTHER GOOD SOAKING OF TEACHING STAFF FOR THE NEPALESE 
EARTHQUAKE AND YEAR 11 SCHOOL PROM

Colton Hills Sports day 2015
RED HOUSE WINS THE SPORTS DAY TROPHY

The winning House this year is Red House who take the trophy from last year’s winners Green House. It was a close 
competition with only 9 points separating the winners from Orange House who came second.

Congratulations to all students and staff who took part on Wednesday 1st July, the hottest 
day of the year so far.

Nepalese Earthquake Appeal
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ORANGE HOUSE

Edgbaston: ‘The students were an absolute pleasure’. 
In June Mr Jones had the great pleasure of taking 
twenty eight Colton Hills students to the famous 
Edgbaston Cricket stadium in Birmingham. 

The students had been rewarded with a place on the 
trip due to their dedication to extra-curricular activities 
and exceptional attitude towards school sport. The game 
pitted England against the much fancied New Zealand 
opposition in a one day international (ODI) fixture. The 
students joined by Mr Allmark, Mr Kumar, Mr Jackson 
and Mr Jones watched a record breaking England innings 
of 408 for 9, with England running out clear winners 210 
runs ahead. The students were treated to astonishing 
attacking batting and aggressive bowling which made for 
an impressive occasion! There was plenty to do around 
the ground with loads of fun zone areas to hone cricket 
skills and try out different competitive games. Special 
mention must go to Harjeevan Johal who celebrated 
every boundary/wicket with a superb bhangra dance that 
certainly entertained our section of the crowd as they 
clapped and cheered him on! All in all a fantastic day 
was had where the students behaved tremendously and 
represented Colton Hills wonderfully. The students were 
an absolute pleasure. Let’s hope next year’s trip is just as 
impressive!

Cricket special is a 
great treat

Gelliwig Residential 
Centre
In June, twenty three year 7’s from Orange 
House had the chance to attend a residential in 
Porthmadog, Wales. 

We were lucky to have beautiful weather which allowed 
us to enjoy a wonderful afternoon on Black rock sands. 
Students enjoyed jumping the waves, exploring the rock 
pools, followed by a cricket game and sand sculptures.
The following day students enjoyed exploring 
Caernarfon Castle, climbing many of the towers to 
enjoy the views over North Wales. This was followed by 
an afternoon at the Greenwood activity centre where 
students had the opportunity to participate in a range 
of activities including archery, racing moon carts, riding 
the first people powered roller coaster, zooming down 
the sledge runs  and embarking on the Jungle Boat 
Adventure. A fun but tiring day was had by all.
The final morning, once cases were packed allowed for 
a quick shopping trip to Porthmadog before returning 
home. I was delighted by the behaviour and attitude of 
students on the trip, which resulted in members of the 
general public commenting on how polite our students 
were. Well done Year 7’s.
Year 7 pupils from Red House and Green House also 
attended the centre in June and a big thank you goes 
to the House Leaders and support team that made this 
wonderful opportunity possible.

GREEN HOUSE
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RED HOUSE

Red House have continued to succeed in hotly 
contested inter-House competitions and events, 
regularly winning weekly awards for having the 
highest attendance figures, and for being awarded 
with the most Vivo credits issued to students for 
academic achievements or contributions to the 
community.

It is befitting, therefore, of our Red T.E.A.M. motto and 
ethos ‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ that we 
salute and celebrate some of the achievements of our 
students who have made positive contributions to the 
school, to the community, and to their own development.  

The names below are but a few of the many who help to 
make Red House a winning Team;

RAF Space Competition: Crina Popat, Harjot Singh, 
Courage Edosomwan, Amar Chahal

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas - Grand Theatre Competition 
(winners): Sukdeep Singh and Gurdeep Singh

Bookmarks Competition (winners): Ernesta Janaityte, 
Ramanpreet Singh, Simran Lal, Surwinder Sondhi

Readathon   - raising the most money in school for the 
Charity: Amar Chahal

KS4 Biology Challenge Liliana Nascimento - winning a 
subscription to Science of Biology

Building Homes for the Future Project  Karenpal Sahota, 
Jasmeet Kaur – attracted a grant to make model homes 
of the future that won admiration and recognition.

National Maths Challenge – highly recognised: Dylan Gill 
(Gold Award), Sangam Kharel (Bronze), Harjeet Sund.

Art Master Class – Gabija Mieliauskaite, Inderpreet 
Randhawa – selected to work with Art specialists from 
Universities.

We received more good news earlier this year when we 
heard of the safe arrival of baby ‘Christian’ to Mrs Wood. 
PE Teacher Mr Allmark also is venturing to pastures new 
in Southampton, and we wish them the very best. 
Red House will have a new Leader from September, and 
I will pass the baton on knowing that the they will have a 
fantastic team in Mr McKerdy, Form Tutors, Support Staff, 
and all of the students. I am hugely grateful to them and 
massively proud of everything we have achieved as a 
TEAM RED.  Thank you! Mrs Lathan.

BLUE HOUSE

INDUCTION PROGRAMME FOR ENTRY INTO SIXTH 
FORM 2015

“Next Steps” week took place in school between 29th 
June and 3rd July 2015 and gave Colton Hills’ Year 12 
pupils the opportunity to find out about and begin the 
process of applying for higher education. Year 12 were 
all able to research potential university courses and 
apprenticeships as well as receive advice and guidance 
from members of staff and  external speakers on writing 
effective personal statements, applying for student 
finance, bursaries available and career opportunities.

There was also a chance to find out from ex pupils about 
their university experience and discuss the application 
process with our current Year 13’s.

Prior to “Next Steps” week, on Friday 26th June 2015 
Year 12 visited the University of Birmingham to gain 
an insight into further university life. This built on our 
previous visit to the University of Wolverhampton.



Calendar Dates

Arrangements for the start of Autumn Term

Key Dates - Autumn Term 
Tuesday 13 September -  Y7 & Y10 Parents Evening 
Tuesday 20 September – Y9 – Y11 Celebration Evening 
Tuesday 10 November – Y12/13 - Parents Evening
Thursday 12 November – Parental Engagement working Group
Thursday 17 December – Y12/13 Presentation Evening

Key Dates – Term Dates
Monday 7 September 2015 – Autumn 1 Term begins 
Friday 23 October 2015 – Autumn 1 Term ends
Monday 2 November 2015- Autumn 2 Term begins
Friday 18 December – Autumn 2 Term ends 
Monday 4 January 2016 – Spring 1 Term begins
Friday 12 February 2016 – Spring 1 Term ends
Monday 22 February 2016 – Spring 2 Term begins
Thursday 24 March 2016 – Spring 2 Term ends
Monday 11 April 2016 – Summer 1 Term begins
Friday 27 May 2016 – Summer 1 Term ends
Monday 6 June 2016 – Summer 2 Term begins
Friday 22 July 2016 – Summer 2 Term ends

Key Dates – Holiday dates
Monday 26 October to Friday 31 October half term 
Monday 21 December to Friday 1 January 2016 – Winter break 
Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February 2016 half term
Thursday 25 March to Friday 8  April 2016 – Spring break 
Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2016 half term
Friday 22 July 2016 – End of 2015/2016 Academic Year

INSET DAY

INSET DAY

8.30 am New Year 7 Begin – Form Period
9.40 am Years 8 – 11 begin - Form Period

8.30 am Normal timetable for all Years 7-11
8.30 am  Y13 return and teaching begins

8.30 am  Normal timetable Years 7 – 11, 13

8.30 am  Normal timetable Years 7 – 11, 13
8.30 am  Y12 return and teaching begins

Normal tiimetable resumes for all

Thursday 3 September 2015

Friday 4 September 2015

Monday 7 September 2015 – 
Term begins for students

Tuesday 8 September 2015

Wednesday 9 September 2015 

Thursday 10 September 2015

Friday 11 September 2015

DATES 
FOR 
YOUR 
DIARY 
2015
& 
2016
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Saturday 26 September 2015 - Open Morning
Monday 28 September 2015 - Open Morning
Wednesday 14 October 2015 -  Open Morning

Y6 PARENTS
EVENTS


