
Editor’s Note: 

Hello again and welcome to the 4th edition of Colton Uncovered.  The month of March is the month of 
books, the 3rd being World Book Day.  To celebrate the power of books in this issue we have short  
stories, a visit to author  Cathy Cassidy, Manga style cartoons and much more.  This is also the year that 
writer Charlie Higson begins writing for the BBC series Doctor Who.  Some of Charlie Higson’s credits 

include the Young Bond and The Enemy series and it will be interesting to see what gory ideas he will bring to the 
show. To read more about Charlie Higson head over to the article on Book Series.  We hope you enjoy the issue. 

 Emma Richardson and Chirill Stirbul. 
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Books Leave Lasting Impressions 

By Jasmeen Simplay  Photograph by Dristi Pokhrel 

Book characters leave lasting impressions on many people 

and for avid book readers asking someone to choose their 

favourite book character is almost impossible but I tried 

anyway. 

I first asked Namarta, a friend of mine who has an        

unhealthy obsession with everything Harry Potter. Her 

answer was Dumbledore because of his ability to be wise 

yet funny at the same time; but also his insightful and 

comforting words of wisdom such as "happiness can be 

found, even in the darkest of times, if one only             

remembers to turn on the light”. I was told that he was 

the ideal head teacher (other than Mr Otero, of course).  

Miss Williamson also gave me a Harry Potter character – 

Hermione Granger, the bookworm of the Golden Trio. She 

left a lasting impression on Miss Williamson and became a 

role model because of her astounding intelligence and 

independent yet vulnerable character. Not to mention the 

fact that she got Ron Weasley, something Miss             

Williamson seemed to be very envious of.  

Gabija told me Mrs Dalloway was her favourite book   

character and that she admired the way she lived in the 

moment. She said she wanted to be an adventurous soul 

like Mrs Dalloway and be grateful for the simple things in 

life. A quality all of us should aspire to have.  

Another English teacher I asked about book characters 

was Miss Nicholson, and a word of caution- talking to 

English teachers about books, even just the characters, is 

a time costly mistake. Her favourite character was      

Sherlock Holmes, a logical legend fluently versed in the 

art of sarcasm – skills she said she wished she had.  

When I asked Mr Otero about his favourite character, he 

gave me many reasons for choosing John from Brave New 

World. One of them being the ingenuity of the author and 

how he predicted technology’s control on society (although 

in the book it is shown in the form of a drug), and how the 

character is willing to break the hold        technology has on 

him. Re-reading Brave New World is on his list of things to 

do once he retires.  

Mr Bishton, when asked said his favourite character was 

Robert Langdon from The Da Vinci Code. The character   

appealed to him because of his intelligence as well as his 

actions that break the norm. The book is certainly             

controversial, and as we know, Mr Bishton is not exactly 

adverse to the controversial joke here and there.  

My favourite book character (for this month at least) is 

Death from The Book Thief. This interpretation of death has 

a conscience and Death is the result instead of the cause. 

Death narrates the book and throughout you see that Death 

has the ability to have emotions and feel loss as strongly as 

humans. Death says “I am haunted by humans”, a sentiment 

I’m sure many of us relate to.  
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Visit to see Cathy Cassidy 
Recently the school book club got the chance to attend an amazing trip to see the 
famous author Cathy Cassidy at the Grammar school. The students from book 
club got the chance to communicate with other schools and get their books 
signed. Cathy has written many books throughout the years, but her most popu-
lar series is: The Chocolate Box Girls. 

 Cathy was born in Coventry. She wrote her first book when she was eight for her 
little brother. She also loved making comics and entering competitions. Cathy 
attended Art college in Liverpool then got a job as a fiction editor. She has been a 
veggie for over 30 years (and a vegan for 8 of them). 

Cathy’s visit was very interesting and very fun. She had taught us all about her 

life and how she became a bestselling author. 

Rahul Kumar 

Fortune Cookie by Cathy Cassidy 

Jake Cooke has just had the surprise of his life.  He’s got four 
half sisters that he never knew existed.  When Jake’s talent for 
trouble causes chaos at home he runs away to meet his new 
family.   

I like this book because whenever I read it, it puts a smile on 
my face and I feel so excited to find out what is going to      
happen in the next chapter.  It’s a great book and I would   
recommend it to everyone, definitely a five star rating. 

Simran Kang 

Original Illustration by Crina Popat 

Chapter 2 

Paradise is Mourning  

The rain showered down, causing the water droplets to wash 
away the crimson red that stained my dress, making it cling to 
me.  It was dark.  It was cold. I was in the middle of nowhere, 
scared, more terrified than ever that they would find me. I 
came across a town, even back then it looked bleak and that 
was because it had been a victim of what I had witnessed my 
entire life.   

Jasmine Bagley 

Tease Your Brain by Chrill Stirbul 

1. Rover the dog is tied to a lead 3 metres in length.  He spots a ball to play with 10 metres away.  How does Rover get 

to the ball without it rolling towards him? 

2. Jerry is lying dead.  He has an iron bar across his back and some food lying in front of him.  How did he die? 

The CILIP Carnegie & Kate Greenaway book 

awards are judged by librarians with plenty 

of input from you!  If you would like the 

chance to read this year’s most exciting new books and post 

up reviews on the special awards shadowing site, pop along 

to the library on 23 March at 12.30pm for the Carnegie 

book club meeting to find out more. 
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World Book Day Word Search 

Book Contest  Read  Costume 

Create  Imagine  Fun  Author By Rahul Kumar 

Guess the Logo Answers 

Puffin, Vauxhall, Instagram, Android, Google Chrome, Gmail 

4 x 4 In Schools Technology Challenge 

On 4th February the Colton Hills Kwik Snapperz (Craig Davies, 

Chirill Stirbul, Curtis Davies and Suraj Sailopal) took part in the 

Landrover 4 x 4 In Schools Challenge.  They designed and made 

an exciting 4 x 4 wheel vehicle that could tackle an assault 

course.  Even though from the first try it smashed to pieces, the 

team managed to stick it back together and pass most of the 

challenges.  In fact the team took part with enthusiasm and were 

a credit to the school and although Kwik Snapperz did not win 

anything it was still a worthwhile challenge to participate in.   

By Chrill Stirbul 

Mock Trials – a plea for more  

commitment from Amar Chahal 

This year, with regret, our team had to pull out of 

the national Mock Trial competition as we found it 

difficult to recruit enough committed students to do 

our school justice.  The Mock Trial competition, run 

by the Citizenship Foundation, was created to pro-

vide students in state run secondary schools with a 

greater understanding of the justice system and in 

turn encourage more of these students to consider 

careers in the legal system.  It was deeply disap-

pointing that we had to withdraw due to a lack of 

commitment. But we are determined to be back 

next year! 

If you would like to be involved in the Mock Trials 

you need to be prepared to sacrifice time to prepare 

but in return you will have an experience that will 

develop and challenge you and provide you with the 

skills to help you stand out from the crowd.  Please 

see Miss Rogers or Mrs Rowley if you are interested.   



Photograph by Dristi  

Tease Your Brain — Answers 

1. He can run and get it because the other end of the lead is not attached to anything. 

2. He was a mouse caught in a mouse trap. 

The first book series I ever read was the Harry Potter series (seven books in total) by JK Rowling. I love the concept of 

magic and a school of witchcraft and wizardry. In the first book the main characters are introduced as three kids 

starting their first year at Hogwarts. The trio of Ron, Harry and Hermione quickly become friends and embark on a  

mission to stop the philosopher’s stone from getting into the wrong hands. As the series continues, the main plot line 

remains the same, with fears of the dark wizard Voldemort regaining his powers. As the characters move through the 

years at Hogwarts, there is so much character development as they grow up. At its inevitable conclusion, the story is 

brought to a close brilliantly with loose ends all tied up. JK Rowling didn’t just create a book series but a world in which 

you can immerse yourself, feel and empathise for the characters, cry over the death of beloved friends as well as     

celebrating their successes.  

Among the longest book series I've ever read is The Enemy series by Charlie Higson. This series also has seven books, 

and takes place in a dystopian world in which everyone over the age of 16 has been infected with an illness. The lucky 

ones die, and the others become zombie versions of their former selves or "sickos" that feed on children. Each book is 

set in various locations across England and show children grouping together to try and survive as well as defeat the 

constant threat posed by the sickos. I enjoyed reading this series a lot, while I'm not a huge fan of zombie-type stories, 

I really enjoyed how children from all different backgrounds and classes formed communities with each individual  

having a purpose, whether it be scavenging and hunting or just looking after everyone else. As the story moves from 

book to book, so does the time they are set, each one being later from when the initial disaster happened. I            

thoroughly love the fact there are so many books in this series because you learn more about each character and their 

motivations, while watching them grow as individuals. The final book in this series is yet to be published and I have 

high expectations for it to be the best in the series so far. 

Harry Potter and The Enemy 

Book  series by Emma Richardson 

Story and art 

by Mei Han 

Carnegie 

Shortlist 2016 

includes... 


