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I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself and to let you

know how thrilled I am to be joining Colton Hills Community School in

January as your New Headteacher. Since my appointment, I have

visited the school on a number of occasions and have received a

really warm welcome from staff and students. 

I’d firstly like to thank both parents and staff for their tremendous

support in ensuring that our students have been able to return to

school safely and engage in high quality learning experiences.  We

know how vital face to face teaching is for our students. To students,

I wanted to congratulate you on the resilience you have shown, in

quickly adapting and settling into the new school routines. 

My personal leadership vision aligns with the values and sentiments

encapsulated within the vision for Colton Hills. Put simply, I too

believe that every child, regardless of background or starting point,

should have access to the very best learning experiences and through

this be able to achieve the highest academic standards. 

I wish to extend this further and consider alongside our vision the

principle of ‘community’ and how, as a collective, we can work

together in securing Colton Hills as a ‘World Class’ education

provider. 

I have been teaching for over twenty years and have worked in six

different schools. Having gained success at Middle Leadership level

as a Head of Department at King Edward VI Camp Hill Girls Grammar

School and then Bromsgrove Independent School. I sought my first

senior leadership post at the RSA Academy. I remained there for nine

years as Assistant Headteacher before moving to Stoke Park in

Coventry. I have thirteen years of senior leadership experience, the

last two years as Co Acting Principal and Vice Principal at Ninestiles

School.  

I am married to Carl and have a 9 year old daughter called River and

an 18 year old step daughter called Harriet. 

My personal leadership beliefs can be summed up through the words

of George Bernard Shaw "I am of the opinion that my life belongs to

the whole community and as long as I live, it is my privilege to do for

it whatever I can. I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the

harder I work the more I live." 

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all our Colton Hills families a

happy Christmas and a prosperous new year. I look forward to seeing

you in January.

I am unapologetically ambitious for

every student, so that they leave school

with values and attitudes to serve them

on their journey to university or an

equally aspirational alternative. 

Students will understand that learning

isn’t just about what they can get for

themselves, but more about how they

can serve their community and make a

real difference to those less fortunate.

I want to work in partnership with

parents, carers, our local primary and

secondary schools, our local industry

and community to ensure each student

has a personalised and successful

learning experience.

Introducing our new headteacher - Andrea Stephens

Hello from Andrea Stephens

Becoming the best

versions of ourselves

Welcome from Duane Williams - Chair of Governors
It gives me great pleasure to announce that the Governing Body has appointed Andrea Stephens as the next Headteacher of

Colton Hills, and that she will be taking up her post with us in January. 

 

I am delighted to welcome Andrea as the incoming Headteacher, and I would like to extend the congratulations of the entire

Governing Body to her as she prepares to take her new position.



Celebrating Diwali and Bandi Chhor Divas 

On November 13th we came together as a whole school

community to celebrate Diwali and Bandi Chhor Divas. 

In these unusual times, we felt it was more important

than ever to give our students the chance to mark

these festivals, especially given that they would not be

able to attend places of worship or family events in the

same way as normal.

To mark the occasion we encouraged students and

staff to wear traditional dress, and it was wonderful to

see so many come into school in a rainbow of colours. 

The school itself was decorated in bright colours and our Sixth

formers created Rangoli patterns to ensure that everyone

received a warm welcome as they entered the building.

Our Sixth form also treated us to an amazing display of Dhole

drumming and traditional dance.

It was a truly special day, As a school we are incredibly proud

of our diversity and we are actively looking at ways that we

can increase our engagement with our communities and

celebrate even more special occasions across all of the faiths

and cultures represented within the school.

Follow us on twitter to keep up to date
@coltonhillscs



From our Colton Hills 

Community School family to

yours, we wish you a happy,

healthy and peaceful Christmas

and a wonderful New Year!

The front page of this newsletter features the winning

design for this years Christmas card competition. We had

lots of entries from all over the school and the standard of

submitted work has been incredibly high making the

judges job very difficult.

The overall winner was chosen by our new headteacher

who said “I was amazed to see the talent on show for this

competition. The students have obviously worked very hard

on their entries and each of them are to be

congratulated."

The winner is Faidha Ismail from Year 10.

We’ve also had some wonderful entries for the Route into

Language Christmas card competition.

Well done to everyone who took part, it has certainly

brought some festive cheer around the school.

Christmas Card Competition winners are

announced

News from around school

2nd Place

Faith Osazuwa

Turing House

Year 7

3rd Place

Crystal Keay

Kahlo House

Year 8

4th Place

Rayana Itakhunov 

Tull House

Year 8



We are proud to announce that Colton Hills has

been selected as a partner school for The British Art

Show, the largest touring exhibition of

contemporary art in the UK. It gives people in cities

across the country the opportunity to engage with

work by the most exciting artists in Britain.

As one of only a handful of schools selected to

partner on the initiative, Colton Hills will benefit

from a number of opportunities including

showcasing and celebrating students work and

guidance from professional artists.

We are incredibly excited to be a part of this and

look forward to working closely with the organisers,

celebrating artistic talent in all of its forms.

British Arts Show 9 Partner School

Our Year 11 triple science students had an out of this world

opportunity to talk to some real life space engineers from the

comfort of their classroom thanks to funding from the UK

Space Agency.

The five engineers who talked to the students have worked

on a variety of projects including satellites, orbits, viewing

natural disasters from space and making equipment for

space missions.

Our students asked some fantastic questions covering

everything from space junk to black holes as well as about

what  life as an engineer is like.

Lift off for Year 11's

It was great to have the sound of music fill the

school as we re-started music lessons with face to

face teaching over the last few weeks.

Four members of the Wolverhampton music service

have been coming into school every week,

delivering saxophone, clarinet, flute, violin and

piano lessons, and it has been wonderful to see our

pupil numbers growing each week.

If your child would be interested in joining one of

these classes please contact the school.

Music lessons restart in school

Colton Hills is taking part in a pilot programme with Cardiff

University which places social workers in secondary schools

with the aim of reducing referral rates to children’s social

care (CSC), and improving educational attainment. 

It is hoped that this will also promote better inter-agency

working between schools and the children’s social care

system. We are very proud to be taking part in this initiative.

As a school community, we are dedicated to providing as

much help and support as possible to all of our students’

families, and we feel that this is one of the ways that we can

do that. 

Our social worker, Ms O'Callaghan will be based in school

and will be available to address any needs as they arise, and

if you have any questions please contact the school.

Social Worker in School pilot 



Music lessons restart in school

Colton Hills Community School owns a residential centre in

Porthmadog, North Wales. Gelliwig was established in

memory of two former teachers of Colton Hills School, Mr

Graham Birch and Mr John Thompson, who both died of

heart attacks in 1980.

Recently, the Birch Thompson Memorial Fund Charity which

runs the centre, has been awarded a Queens Award for

2020, one of only 230 organisations from across the UK to

receive this prestigious Award for Voluntary Service. This is

indeed a great honour for the Charity.

A special thank you to those school members who

volunteer their time to provide the house and charitable

services at Gelliwig.

Gelliwig is currently undergoing a refurbishment project

which will see improvements throughout the facility, and in

the coming months we will be sharing more information

and launching a new website!

We know that Christmas can sometimes be a difficult time 

for some people and this year will potentially bring

additional stresses.

Our wonderful safeguarding team have put together the

following resources which can provide help and support if

you, or any member of your family needs it during the

break.

Birch Thompson Memorial Fund Charity wins

The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service

More information can be found on the safeguarding

section of our website -

www.coltonhills.co.uk/safeguardingteam 

Support over Christmas

Congratulations to 

Asiyah Abike Salawu

 The first student to read

1,000,000 words following the

Accelerated Reader 

 programme. She has read

1,145,970 words to date

Kooth.com (online mental wellbeing community)

Papyrus UK – Hopeline 0800 068 4141

Samaritans - call 116 123

ChatHealth - (message a school nurse) - 07507 332631 

NHS non-emergency - call 111 or contact your GP

Emergency - call 999

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service

(CAMHS) crisis team (Wolverhampton) - call 01902

444021 or between 5pm-8pm 07900 226 390 

Getselfhelp.co.uk – tools to help the way you are

feeling 

ChildLine - call 0800 1111

https://www.coltonhills.co.uk/safeguardingteam
https://www.coltonhills.co.uk/safeguardingteam
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.royalwolverhampton.nhs.uk/services/service-directory-a-z/0-19-service/chathealth/#:~:text=ChatHealth%20is%20a%20new%20NHS,Anxiety%2C%20emotions%20and%20anger
http://getselfhelp.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/


Colton Hills students have success with their Big Idea

Recently two teams of year 9 students from Colton Hills Community School took part in the national finals of

the Solutions for the Planet Big Ideas competition. 

This long running event challenges students across the county to come up with innovative solutions to tackle

some of the biggest sustainability problems that the world faces.

From an initial field of 150 teams Colton Hills were the only school to get 2 groups into the national final,

where they presented their solutions to combat plastic waste and pollution in our oceans.

Both teams were awarded joint 3rd place, an achievement all the more remarkable considering that they had

to develop business plans, conduct research, design prototypes and deliver presentations during the first, and

second national lockdowns.

The teams are committed to continue to work on their projects with the view of creating a more sustainable

future for us all.

Meet the teams

In Focus: Solutions for the Planet : Big Ideas

Team Bebo's solution is an awareness campaign of the

problem of plastic pollution and a robot that can

collect and dispose of plastic waste in a sustainable

and environmentally friendly way.

Charlie Davies

Aleksandra Michaleska

Tyrese Gordon

Dominic Sami

Arlietee Matambanadzo

Team Bebo are -

Amarpreet Marwaha

Aishpreet Marwaha

Manjot Singh

Aishveer Sohal

Team UV Ghost are -

UV Ghosts concept, UV Disguiser is two watercrafts that

work together to detect and collect plastic pollution, using

UV rays to break down the plastic.



From January 2021 we will no longer be accepting cash in school and

are now accepting payments online for items such as dinner money

and school trips. Using a secure website called ParentPay you will be

able to pay online using your credit / debit card or continue to make

cash payments at PayPoint stores. ParentPay will be our preferred

method of making payments to school.

Parent Pay

ParentPay - our online payment system

ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the freedom

to make online payments whenever and wherever you

like, 24/7 

The technology used is of the highest internet security

available ensuring that your money will reach school

safely – offering you peace of mind 

Payments can be made by credit/debit card or also

through PayPoint 

Full payment histories, balance alerts and statements

are available to you securely online at anytime

What are the benefits to parents & pupils? 
You can help us reduce workloads for all staff as no

more counting cash, chasing debt and stop cash

collection services

Creates more time to lend to educational support and

the smooth running of the school

Improves school security

Using ParentPay also ensures that all financial

transactions are safe and secure - helping us to

remove costs associated with us having to manage

cash securely on the school premises

The more parents that use ParentPay, the greater the

benefit is to our school.

What are the benefits to our school?

Visit www.parentpay.com

Enter your Activation username and password in the

Account Login section of the homepage NB. These are

for one-time use only, please choose your own

username and password for future access during the

activation process

Provide all the necessary information and choose your

new username and password for your account -

registering your email address will enable us to send

you receipts and reminders

How to get started with ParentPay?

 

We will send you your account activation details. Once you

receive these:

If you have any questions, please contact 01902 558420, or visit

www.parentpay.com/parents/ 

Dates for your diary

Christmas holiday 

21 Dec - 4 Jan

4 Jan - Inset day (school closed to students)

Spring Term 1

5 Jan - 12 Feb 

Keep up to date

Call 01902 558420

Email coltonhillsschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk

Website www.coltonhills.co.uk

Twitter @coltonhillscs



Interhouse Competition 

The friendly rivalry is still going strong with lots of competitions happening across the school.

This half term we have had the Christmas Card competition and the Tik Tok challenge alongside the usual

attendance, punctuality, behaviour and achievement points.

It's great to see students across the school getting involved to gain points for their House and we're

looking forward to more competitions in 2021!

Interhouse Competition Update Turing

Current standings are...

Turing House

38 Points

Curie House

36 Points

Tull House

31 Points

Kahlo House

15 Points

1st

2nd

3rd

4th



Your name 

Your child’s name

Year group your child is in

The date that your child became ill (started

showing symptoms)

The date of a positive test result 

The date that the test was taken

It looks as though for the time being at least we will

continue to be affected by the Coronavirus outbreak. 

In some ways it has become business as usual in terms of

wearing masks, washing hands and social distancing, and

we recognise that we are likely to see the impact of the

virus for a while to come.

We will continue to prioritise the health and safety of our

students, staff and community, so are keeping in place all

of the safety measures we have adopted this term into the

new year.

If your child receives a positive COVID-19 test result over

the Christmas break please go to

https://www.coltonhills.co.uk/covid-form and fill out the

form. You will need the following information

Someone from the school will then be in touch to discuss

any possible contacts your child has had in school.

Do not send your child into school on 5th January if

they are displaying symptoms, have had a positive

result, or are awaiting test results. 

There is more information on the right about how you can

help us keep everyone safe.

COVID-19

They have any of the COVID-19 symptoms - new

persistent cough, high temperature, loss of taste

and/or smell

Anyone in the house has COVID-19 symptoms or has

had a positive test result

They have been in contact with someone who has had

a positive test result

They are going for a test

Please do not send your child to school if

If you have a test result please let us know as soon as

possible whatever the result is (positive or negative)

Please send your child to school with a face mask.

Keep up to date with the latest Government guidance

www.gov.uk/coronavirus

If you are planning on travelling during the Christmas

holiday please check if the country you are visiting is

subject to quarantine.

www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-

corridors

The current alert level for Wolverhampton is

Find out more

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-

and-information/covid-alert

How you can help

COVID-19 Update


