
Merry Christmas, Craciun  Fericit, Feliz Navidad, Buon Natale, Vesele Vanoce, Wesolych Swiat and welcome to 
the sixth issue of Colton Uncovered. Our theme this issue is change because it’s a new school year with lots of 
new Year 7’s.  Jasmeen Simplay looks at how Christmas has changed through the ages and Gabija Mieliauskaite 
has produced an original work of art, as well as our regular poetry, puzzles, author slots and interviews.  Have 
a  great Christmas and a happy and peaceful New Year . 

Rahul Kumar 
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Curtis Jobling visits Colton Hills 
Author, illustrator and animator Curtis Jobling 

visited Colton Hills this term to talk to Year 7 

about his new book, Max Helsing Monster 

Hunter and some lucky Year 8 students even 

had a writing workshop with him! 

Roshni Faith met with the    

creator of Bob the Builder and 

Raa Raa the Lion and asked 

him a few pertinent questions. 

What was your biggest         

ambition when you were 

young? 

To tell stories 

Have you had any other jobs? 

Working in a bar. 

Noel Patricks with author, Robin Stevens. 

Mistletoe and Murder at Wolverhampton Grammar 

Noel was one of 14 lucky students chosen by the English department to visit   

author Robin Stevens at Wolverhampton Grammar School. 

What makes a  great 

crime  novel? 

Setting 

Victim 

Suspects 

Clues 

Resolution (a good      

ending) 

Robin Stevens is the author of the ‘Murder 

Most Unladylike’ series, available in the 

library.  Set in the 1930s and inspired by 

classic crime writing by authors such as 

Agatha Christie and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 

the books follow the adventures of Hazel 

and Daisy as they solve some gruesome 

murders, most of which take place in their 

boarding school. 

How did you feel when you    

finished your first book? 

Immensely proud and relieved. 

Where do you get your           

inspiration from? 

Myths and legends. 

Do you prefer being an author 

or an illustrator? 

Author. 



 

Change by Gabija  Mieliauskaite 

Change can mean a multitude of things; it can range from small things such as changing your clothes, changing a 
school or even global issues such as climate change.  In this piece I have depicted some mountains on the earth, 
showing how the earth is not only made for people, but it holds the whole world and nature within it.  This 
painting is a testament as to why we should all do what we can to respect the environment around us, which can 
mean a change in mindset and the way you look at things.  It makes no sense to pollute a place where you spend 
your entire life, so change is not always a bad or a difficult thing to do—it can drastically improve your life and it 
makes a huge difference.  After all, the respect that you give your surroundings and the people around you      
reflects the respect that you give yourself. 

India, My Journey by Rahul Kumar 

The Golden Temple is a large temple 

that is made of gold. The temple is   

surrounded by The Pool of Nectar 

where the fish are kept. 

The Lotus Temple is shaped like a 

lotus flower. This temple is a place 

for any religious person where 

they can come and think about 

their own god.  

The India Gate is in Delhi. It’s a large 

arch that was made in memory of 

the soldiers that lost their lives 

fighting in the First World War for 

the British Army. 



How much do you know 

about Jacqueline Wilson? 

By Roshni Faith 

1. When is Jacqueline Wilson’s birthday? 

2. From what age did Jacqueline Wilson 

first start to write stories? 

3. True or False.  Jacqueline Wilson only 

writes about girls? 

4. What is her favourite animal? 

5. What job did she do before she      

became an author? 

Can you name these characters from 

Jacqueline Wilson’s books? 

A. 

B. 

C. 

1.   17th December  2. 6 years   3. False  4. Lemur  5. Journalist A. Hetty Feather  B. Lily Green  C. Jodie Wells 

Gitanjali Kambo champions Wonder 

The book that will spark your love for reading is Wonder by 

Raquel J. Palacio.   

Growing up we all feel a bit different at times and young Auggie 

is no different.  But with extreme facial deformities his path 

through school is a lot more difficult.  Join Auggie and his 

friends while he tries to make a space in school for himself.   

A book all of us can relate to—from the newbie  year 7’s to the  

leaving year 11’s.   

Go on give it a try! 

 

Join the Debate 

Team! 

Calling all year 7-9, be a part of Colton Hills’ 

very first school debate team.  Have 

the opportunity to argue topics that matter 

to you-from banning school homework to 

allowing 16 year olds to vote-a bit of fun 

that will also teach you great skills. 

If you are interested then please go to Mrs 

Rowley’s classroom S15 at Tuesday 

lunchtimes. 

Gitanjali Kambo 

Both books are available from your school   

library. 

The newly established economics society welcomes new  

members who are looking to enhance their understanding of 

current affairs, where we will discuss legal and economic     

issues from the past, present and future. Contact the founder, 

Rishabh Santoshi (Year 13) for further information. 

Economics Society 



So Many Faces by 

Naseem Muhammed 

 

So many faces around me. 

The weather was baking 

hot. 

Making me feel sad. 

Left my brother in Austria. 

Left my father in Austria. 

I was the rain. 

Friends came into my life, 

Filled it with rainbow      

colours.   

I remember them all, 

Like sunshine, after the 

rain. 

From the Winter Solstice to the Christmas we know now, there have been many changes done to this   
festival over the centuries. 

Starting as a Roman pagan ritual, Saturnalia celebrated a week of lawlessness in December. Almost an  
ancient purge in which a chosen person was indulged in various luxuries – the only drawback being that 
they were then brutally murdered at the end of the week. The human sacrifices and naked carollers are a 
far cry from the Christmas we know today. 

When the church adopted this custom, they continued with the, originally pagan, rituals of the Christmas 
tree and the mistletoe. It has now become the festival we know today, when we anticipate the John Lewis 
advertisement and lame cracker jokes and of course the true spirit of Christmas. 

The shoebox appeal was extremely successful this year, a total of 142 boxes being sent off. Through the 
combined efforts of fundraising through the bake sales and actually putting presents in the shoeboxes, our 
school can proudly say that someone will certainly be smiling on Christmas day. 

So this year, we should celebrate this festival with the true spirit of Christmas in mind as we enter a new 
year with a major change in the leadership of the United States of America. 

Christmas though the Ages by Jasmeen Simplay 

Q1  What’s your favourite thing about Christmas? 

Having time off work … it’s good to recharge my batteries! Being at 

home with my family and watching my two children open their pre-

sents on Christmas day! 

Q2  Why do you celebrate Christmas and how? 

I celebrate it because it’s the religious tradition that I was brought up 

in. Christmas is a busy time as we visit extended family up and down 

the UK.  I will take my children to a Christingle service at my local 

Church.  It’s a good time to focus and think about other people. I will 

also make time to sit down and read some books! 

Q3  You have been involved the Operation Christmas Child again 

this year, why do you support this charity? 

I think that one of the messages of Christmas is to think about others 

and put this into action. Each year my daughter makes up a shoe box 

for a girl her age.  I remember last year on Christmas day she said, 

“Mummy do you think my little girl will have opened her box yet? I 

hope she likes her presents.”  Comments like that are priceless!  

Mrs Calvert talks to Rahul Kumar about 

celebrating Christmas 


