
 
3 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers/Guardians 

 

Hello, as we approach the end of week 2 of our school closure I am sure we are all still getting accustomed 
to a new way of life, one which has come unexpectedly and with such impact. 
 
My greatest wish is for you, your families, your loved ones and friends to be safe whilst the country, indeed 
most of the world it seems, is doing all it can to stem the spread on the COVID-19 virus. The more I see on 
the news the numbers of people the virus is affecting the more I support the government’s advice: Please 
do Stay at Home, Protect the NHS and therefore Save Lives. 

 

Our online curriculum 
This virtual classrooms we are providing seem to be going well. We know that it can never replace the 
benefit of a real school experience. Nevertheless, I would like to acknowledge the dedication and 
professionalism of our teachers for the work they are setting for and feeding back to students, many of 
whom are also looking after children and family of their own at home. I would also like to praise those 
students who are making the most of what is being offered online and working hard to make sure they are 
academically keeping up. 
 
As a reminder, if you are unsure of how we are providing a continued education for your children, please 
see Mr Blower’s letter titled Our plan to educate your children, which you can find on the website. 
Helpfully, you will also find a short video from Mrs Walker explaining How to use Microsoft TEAMS. TEAMS 
is the platform through which we are setting work and communicating with students.  
 
If you are concerned that your child is finding it difficult to engage with or understand the work that is 
being set and, more importantly, is not communicating with their teachers, please contact the relevant year 
group SLT supervisor. If you prefer, you can contact your child’s House Leader, as detailed in my week 1 
letter last week. 
 
Please be advised that no work will be set over the next two weeks so that staff and students can enjoy a 
well-earned Easter break.  The school will continue to be open for vulnerable children and those of key 
workers during the Easter break. However, school will be closed on the two bank holidays of Friday 10th 
and Monday 13th April.    

 

Year 11 and 13 
It has been confirmed from The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulator (Ofqual) that 
qualifications for the cancelled summer exams will be based on teacher assessed grades. We will be closely 
following their instructions on how best to do this and will let you know when anything else is confirmed.  
 
Thought for the week 
“We have realised we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disorientated but at the same time 

important and needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this 

boat are all of us. All of us”. 

Pope Francis to an empty St Peter’s Square, the Vatican, last Sunday. 

If for any reason you are suffering in silence, there is no one you can turn to and you think we may be able 
to help, do get in contact. 
 
My warmest regards 
Alberto Otero 
Headteacher 

 

Link to How to use Microsoft TEAMS video                                                                  
https://www.coltonhills.co.uk/how-to-use-teams 

https://www.coltonhills.co.uk/how-to-use-teams


Link to the Our Plan to educate your children letter                                                                                      
https://2e418d35-12e2-48e3-8620 
95d5605cfe0f.filesusr.com/ugd/565328_eedd9c43436145acb9d5508876739daa.pdf 
Link to Information on free school meals voucher scheme 
 
 
 
 

 


