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Dear parents/guardians, 

We write to you with one final letter before the end of term after some unexpected news announced yesterday by the DfE 

about the return to school in the new year. 

We have now been informed that not all students will be returning to us on Tuesday 5th January as expected, and that the 

start of the Spring Term in school has been delayed for some year groups. 

The reason for this delay is to allow schools time to plan for the rollout of lateral flow Covid-19 testing in school, which is 

one part of the government’s strategy to keep students in school when we have positive cases in our school community. We 

are still finding out about this and will communicate with you when we know more about how the testing will work in school 

in the new year. 

The arrangements for the new term are as follows: 

For Years 11 and 13, the term begins in-school on Tuesday 5th January as expected, and all students should arrive for the 

start of school at 8.30am as usual. 

For Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12, there will be no in-person teaching until Monday 11th January following today’s government 

announcement. For these year groups, remote teaching will begin on Tuesday 5th, with live lessons being taught to all 

students in all timetabled periods through Microsoft TEAMs, and your support in ensuring that students engage with online 

learning is much appreciated. 

For students who are the children of key workers or in certain vulnerable groups, we will be offering places in school 

from Tuesday 5th, just as we did during the closure in the summer term. We will be contacting the parents and guardians 

of these students again in the new year, but if you feel that this applies to you, we would welcome you getting in touch so 

that we can make arrangements to support your child when the new term begins. 

We appreciate that this change to the arrangements of the new term has come very late, and this may cause you disruption 

to work and family life. We can only say that we received this information only yesterday ourselves and have moved as 

quickly as possible to contact you with these new plans.  

We very much want all our students in school at every possible moment, and in time the testing that we will be able to offer 

in school will allow this to happen with less disruption to learning. However, there is much that is uncertain about this at this 

time, so we will be contacting you more fully in the new year when we can explain how this process will work in full. 

We are currently working with the Local Authority and Government to investigate ways in which we might be able to 

support families with Free School Meals provision, and will be in touch with further information when we have it. 

Finally, we will be continuing to support the contact tracing of positive cases until Christmas Eve, so if your child tests positive 

for Covid-19 in the next few days, we need you to continue to inform us about it via the link that we have provided on 

our website. Of course, we hope very much that this will not be necessary, and that you are able to enjoy the holidays 

without worry and concern. We will be monitoring the link daily until 24th December, so please let us know immediately of 

any positive cases. 

Until your child returns after the holidays – whenever that might be – we would once again like to wish you a happy and 

restful festive period, and look forward to working with you in the new year. 

Thanks for your support and best wishes, 

Stephen Blower and Mel Walker 

Co-Headteachers, Colton Hills Community School 
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