
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 
Plans for the re-opening of schools 
  
I hope you are all keeping well and looking after each other!  
  
I am proud to say that Colton Hills Community School has been open nearly every single day 
since the lockdown was announced for keyworker and vulnerable children, even during 
what would have been school holidays.  Once again, we are open this week, except for 
yesterday’s Bank Holiday, and I would like to thank everyone at the school who has been 
working so hard over the last two months to make this possible.  
 
I would also like to thank you for your resilience during these testing times and also to those 
families who had teachers in their thoughts during their applause when clapping for the NHS 
last Thursday. Also, in acknowledgement and appreciation of your efforts, I attach a letter 
from West Midlands Police and the City Council. 
  
Reopening for Year 10 and 12 Students 

On the 10th May, the Prime Minister announced that it was the government’s ambition for 
schools to ‘reopen’ for certain year groups from 1st June 2020.  And on Sunday, he 
confirmed that for Years 10 and 12, this would begin on 15th June.  

Last week, I shared with you a letter from Wolverhampton City Council setting out the 
shared approach across the city to expanding education provision to more pupils from June. 
A copy can be found on our website and so it is our intention to begin some face-to-face to 
provision for Year 10 and 12 students from 15th June. 

The exact details of what this provision will look like will be in next week’s letter however 
our duty of care to our students, staff and their safety is paramount and will be the 
uppermost priority in any decision making. Although risk cannot be completely eliminated 
from any event, Colton Hills School will not be open if we believe the safety of any member 
of our community would be compromised.    

To this end, documentation such as risk assessments and updates to existing policies that 
supplement our plans to reopen will be shared with you in advance and placed on our 
website. Our plans will also receive extensive quality assurance checks from the Local 
Authority Risk Assessment Team before we re-open. 
  
With the government making its final decision on the 28th May (Thursday) on whether 
secondary schools can indeed ‘reopen’ from 15th June, any plan to reopen will depend on 
this announcement. Between now and then, they will continue to review the scientific 
information and listen to the views of Headteacher unions, Teacher unions and other unions 
and organisations.   
 
 
 
 



Other year groups 
 
The news that years 7, 8 and 9 are not likely at all to return to school in the summer term 
will be disappointing for many of you, as with us. However, the Covid 19 outbreak and its 
suppression is a matter of Public Health and so all advice must be taken seriously. What 
recent events have brought into sharp focus is how important schools are for young people 
in terms of their physical health, personal development and well-being. For this reason and 
considering the length of time that school has been closed, our wider pastoral team last 
week stepped up communication with families to make sure everyone is safe, well and still 
engaging in their learning. This has included some trial examples of tutors making contact 
with their forms using live or recorded video which students and tutors enjoyed. The 
feedback received so far has been positive so this is something we will look to continue and 
build on in future, where possible. 
 
Never before, have parents had so much responsibility for the part they play in securing 
school success for their children as they do now. I am always encouraged by the stories I get 
to hear of parents and students engaging with us and being able to see light at the end of a 
tunnel that sometimes feels just too long and dark to think about.  So once again please 
know that we are here to support you. We are only a phone call away but if you prefer, 
don’t forget that our website provides a range of support for learning at home under our 
Parents link and safeguarding advice and resources under the About Us link. 
 
I hope that you find this letter informative and helpful. 
 
 
Enjoy the half-term break 
 
Until next week. 
 
Alberto Otero, 
Headteacher 
 

 

 
 

                              


