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Dear Parents and Carers

Hello and welcome to this year’s Christmas Newsletter.                                                                               

Once again, the longest term has been packed with events and excitement 
and as Christmas and a new year draws ever closer the Newsletter certainly 
allows us all to appreciate the talent our students possess and the care they 
can show to others.

We began the autumn term with a great sense of pride on a summer of great 
achievements. It was our pleasure to say goodbye to eighty-nine sixth-form 
students who all secured a University place of their choice and where 37% of 
all qualifications were graded at A/A*. It was also fantastic that 56% of our Year 
11 achieved an A*-C grade in both English and Mathematics, which was just 
short of the City of Wolverhampton average. Unsurprisingly, our students once 
again excelled in the challenging EBACC qualification. When compared to the 
city average of 14.9% which includes academies and selective schools, the 
21% achieved by Colton Hills shows we deliver for students of all abilities.

Despite this success, we strongly believe that educating the mind without 
educating the heart is no education at all. Each year, we never fail to 
be impressed by the character shown by our students to work hard for 
themselves and for others, to compete with each other in the right spirit, by 
their enthusiasm to take the opportunities we offer and by the pride they show 
when representing the school and its values to the outside world. You can be 
reassured that this short newsletter only gives you a flavour of life at our school 
and that much more goes on every day. As you read through the Newsletter I 
trust that you will feel this.

Seeing our students developing into thoughtful, responsible adults who will 
make a positive contribution to their families and the community as adults is 
one of the great pleasures of the job of Headteacher. I know this gives the 
same feeling to all of my staff and they too have my appreciation and thanks 
for the incredible job they do.    

I sincerely hope that Christmas brings everyone connected with the school 
fun and enjoyment with the people that are important in their lives and that the 
New Year offers excitement at what 2017 can offer.

Thank you all again for your support of our school.

Alberto Otero
Headteacher

Introduction from the Headteacher
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Celebration 
Evening 2016

100% Attendance 
Awards 2015/16

Congratulations to the 64 
students who achieved 
100% attendance for the 
whole school year. This is 
an additional 4 students 
compared to the last 
academic year 2014/15.

This is a great 
achievement and 
each pupil have been 
personally acknowledged 
at the celebration 
evenings this term where 
students received a 
certificate and a £10 
voucher. 

Celebration 
Evening 
2016
Learn, Grow and 
Achieve Together
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GENERAL NEWS

Colton Hills Year 11 student Gitanjali 
Kambo was commended for her first 
story Echoes in a National Writing 
Competition. Gitanjali story has been 
published in a book by First Story 
Limited, whose patron is The Duchess of 
Cornwall.

This is a wonderful achievement and great 
credit must go to Gitanjali for this amazing 
story. The school are very proud of what 
she has accomplished.

This is Gitanjali’s account of her day in 
London at the awards ceremony:
Out of 3000 entries nationwide six stories 
were shortlisted- mine was one of them.

To celebrate this achievement there was 
an award ceremony in London’s UCL 
University. Three friends and I went to 
attend and we saw the famous sites 
of London- from Piccadilly Circus to 
Buckingham Palace. It was great fun and 
the lovely sunny weather meant that we had 
an amazing time.

In the afternoon we went to UCL University 
and it began with workshops in UCL’s Grant 
Museum of Zoology and the Petrie Museum 
of Egyptology. We were surrounded by 
strange animals, suspended skeletons 
and mummified bodies. We wrote from the 
perspective of the creatures and objects 
housed inside these incredible spaces.

We then attended the award ceremony and 
we were in front of a distinguished panel of 
writers - Andrew O’Hagan, Helen Mort and 
Malika Booker. 

“Once given my award I felt jubilation and 
pride and was very grateful to the school 
for presenting me with this opportunity.”

National Writing Competition 
Award Winner 
Gitanjali Kaur Kambo
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GENERAL NEWS

Colton Hills students drove 
their way to success on 
Wednesday 23rd November. 
Organised by Emma Lopez, 
our Connexions Adviser 
and Mr D Berry the Careers 
Roadshow was held 
and over 30 companies 
from across the country 
attended to showcase the 
opportunities that Year 9 
to Year 13 students could 
access after completing their 
studies. 

Representatives from the 
medical field, business, ICT, 
hospitality, retail, construction, 
Higher and Further education 
sectors gave practical advice, 
careers guidance and 
information on how they could 
improve their future career 
prospects.

Feedback from the event was 
very positive. Several Year 11 
students expressed how they 
felt more confident now, as 
the event had helped them 

understand what options they 
needed to pick for Year 12 
to help them move further 
towards their chosen career 
pathway. Other companies 
included the Fire Service, 
Armed Forces, McDonalds, 
other skill based Training 
Providers, Carillion, Arnold 
Clarke and the Grand Theatre.

The event gave exhibitors 
the opportunity to showcase 
what their company does and 
raise awareness of the service 
they provide within the local 
community. All the companies 
that attended the Careers 
Roadshow expressed how well 
it was organised. 

Several companies 
commented that they felt 
that the whole experience 
was ‘delightful’ and the 
students came across very 
‘well-mannered’, ‘polite’ and 
‘attentive’.

Well done Colton Hills!!!

Careers Roadshow 2016



GENERAL NEWS
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CHCS sends 135 boxes to our 
new best friends!
It’s that time of year when staff and students 
have a great excuse to go shoe box 
shopping! For the last three years CHCS has 
taken part in Operation Christmas Child also 
known as the shoe box appeal.  

The idea is simple … fill a shoe box with a 
variety of goodies, everything from essentials 
such as soap and toothpaste to creative gifts 
such as pens and colouring books.  We include 
a hat, glove and scarf as often these will be 
sent to countries which will have a harsh 
winter. Finally, but most importantly, a toy, 
often something to love, is packed along with a 
Christmas card addressed to ‘my special friend’. 
In the past our boxes have been sent to Bosnia 
and Belarus.  Our 135 boxes will be sent to 
children whose Christmas has been hijacked by 
war, those in refugee camps or orphanages.  

The boxes are sent around the world 
and are given out to children based upon 
need, regardless of their religious belief or 
background.  This is a powerful and important 
message at this special time of year.

To help cover transport costs, the shoe box 
charity asks for a suggested donation of £3 
per box.  This year I challenged the 6th form 
students to raise this money. A special thank 
you goes to Anish Raj and her team who baked 
cakes and supplied samosas. Thanks also to 
the Y13 business students who generously 
donated some of their profit from the school 
disco.  

On Christmas day perhaps you may find 
time to pause, reflect and think about the 
boy or girl who will open your shoe box and 
experience your love.



6

EPEW – Expression, Performance, Enterprise and Well-being faculty

On Thursday 13th October 
eleven Year 9 students 
travelled to the Arena 
Theatre in Wolverhampton 
to take part in a full day of 
professional workshops 
with theatre company Highly 
Sprung in relation to their 
new piece Fall Out. 

Highly Sprung are a nationally 
recognised professional 
company who work on issues 
affecting young people. In this 
instance the performance was 
on Mental Health.  Students 
took part in workshops to 
improve performance skills; 
explore what mental health 
meant to them and how this 
can be expressed through 
dance. The students had an 
amazing time and were eager 
to participate in what for 
many was a completely new 
experience.

On Wednesday 19th October a 

smaller group of four students 
travelled back to the Arena 
to work with Highly Sprung 
again. This time students were 
creating a curtain raiser for 
the premier of the professional 
performance that night. The 
students were treated like 
professionals all day from the 
work ethic to the dedication 
and commitment they needed. 

The students worked extremely 
hard all day taking part in 
dress and technical rehearsals 
and choreographing some 
of the work themselves. 
That evening the students’ 
performed a piece they had 
created in only five hours; in 
front of a paying audience. 
The work was highly artistic, 
creative and the students 
showed so much confidence in 
their performance.

In addition to this students also 
met the professional company 

who were kind enough to give 
feedback and work with our 
young people; they watched 
the professional rehearsals. 
Then after performing 
themselves they watched the 
premier of the professional 
piece and where mesmerised.

The whole experience was 
uplifting for the students who 
took part and was far better 
than they could have imagined. 
Highly Sprung Artistic Director 
Mark Worth and his associate 
artist Ben Morley where thrilled 
with the quality of work the 
students had created and all of 
their hard effort.

Well done to all those who 
took part in the first day 
workshop, but especially 
to Linda, Ishrat, Harriet and 
Victoria for their performance 
on the second day. Miss 
Pound was very proud of the 
work they achieved.

Arena Theatre Trip
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LCH – Language, Communications and Humanities faculty

Library News
Following some excellent work in English 
we have been able to reward Year 7 and Year 
8 students with visits to Wolverhampton 
Grammar School to see authors Jonathan 
Stroud and Robin Stevens this term.  

Our strong links with Wolverhampton Children’s 
Book Group has also enabled Colton Hills to host 
a visit from author, illustrator and animator, Curtis 
Jobling.  Curtis is the original creator of Bob the 
Builder and author of the Wereworld series of 
books for teens.  He came to Colton Hills to talk 
about his new book ‘Max Helsing Monster Hunter’ 
to Year 7 and facilitate a writing workshop with 
top set Year 8.  Students were thrilled with the 
visit, with many buying books and getting them 
signed or borrowing them from the library.  
 
Author visits remain an important part of 
promoting reading for pleasure to students. This 
in addition to the creation of three new lunchtime 
book groups for both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 
4 students, is integral to developing reading and 
writing skills in school.
 
Plans for the New Year include encouraging 
students to take part in national writing 
competitions such as BBC 500 Words and 
Foyle Young Poets of the Year.”
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STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics faculty

On Thursday 20th October a group of 52 
students from Year 9 and Year 10 went to 
Manchester Art Gallery to see “Vogue 100 A 
Century of Style”.  

This was an exhibition that had started in the 
National Gallery in London to celebrate 100 
years of British Vogue and brought together an 
impressive collection of photographs celebrating 
100 years of cutting edge fashion, beauty and 
photography.

The exhibition was only in Manchester for 
3 months, so this really was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity for students to see these 
photographs.  Mrs Skelding who has been 
buying Vogue since she was 14 said,” It was a 
fantastic opportunity to share this exhibition with 
the students and to hear their thoughts on how 
fashion has progressed over the last 100 years.”

The photos ranged from Marlene Dietrich 
to Princess Diana and showcased the 
photography of some of the most famous 
fashion photographers in the world including 
Mario Testino and David Bailey.

It was a fantastic day and I know all 
of the students thoroughly enjoyed 
it.  This will never happen again in 
our lifetime and in another 100 years 
will they even have magazines, so I’m 
really pleased we were able to go.

Fashion and Textiles Trip
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Gelliwig Trip

In September, 11 students 
had the opportunity to visit 
our residential centre at 
Portmadog, Wales. It was the 
first time they had been away 
from home and they were 
very excited.

On the first evening we visited 
Blackrock Sands where 
the students took delight in 
exploring the caves and having 
fun on the beach.

The next day, Caernarfon 
Castle added a historical 
element to the visit and the 
group eagerly explored the 
many passages built within the 
castle walls as well as climbing 
up to the top of the turrets.

This was followed by an 
afternoon at the Greenwood 
Activity Centre where the 
students took part in the 
various activities adding to 
their experience.

That evening Mr Picknell kindly 
treated everyone to some 
music as he played his guitar 
and sang some songs.

All in all, the students had a 
great time and came away with 
many memories. 

Many thanks to Mrs. 
Bistricianu, Mr. Picknell  and 
Mr. Jackson for their support 
and culinary expertise.



In October Kyra Sond, Simran Dudrah, 
Innusah Mohammed and Thomas Rowley 
attended a play Unified Summit. 

The day began with inspirational talks by Greg 
Silvester, a former Special Olympics world 
champion and Kate Grey a former Paralympic 
swimmer. 

The Play Unified campaign is a global 
movement that uses the principle, that training 
together and playing together is a quick path to 
understanding, acceptance and friendship. 

The students worked on developing 
leadership skills and ideas that could be 
used to support the school community. 
The students were excellent ambassadors 
for the school. Well done.

This summer the RE department decided to 
be super creative and enter a national RE 
competition called ‘Art in Heaven’. 

The students had to produce an artistic 
response based upon Malala Yousafzai.  We 
were thrilled to receive an email in November 
saying that Garish was one of the winners!  His 
explanation below accompanied his winning 
design.

My artwork is based upon the quote “it is better 
to live one day as a lion than 100 years as a 
slave”. On my artwork, there is a drawing of 
Malala on the left hand side and there is a gun 
on the right hand side. In the middle I have 
placed the quote.  Malala was named after 
Malala of Maiwand who led the Afghans into 
battle with this cry.

I flicked blue paint on Malala’s side and red 
paint (symbolises blood) on the gun side.  There 
is yellow chalk coming off Malala and red chalk 
coming off the gun and they meet in the middle.  

The gun fires two bullets, the first one dissolves 
as soon as it touches Malala’s quote.

The message I tried to portray is that 
everyone has an option ~ they can live like 
a lion or a slave.  I hope people will notice 
that you have the power to change your own 
life.  I feel that Malala has empowered many 
people to change their lives today.

Garish’s artwork is now on the NATRE 
website and he won Amazon vouchers for 
himself and the RE department.
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HOUSE AND SPORTS NEWS

Play Unify Summit,Understanding, 
Acceptance and Friendship

Garish ‘live like a lion’!
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HOUSE AND SPORTS NEWS

Boys go to the Theatre of Dreams,
the home of Manchester United
Well done to our PE Reward Trip students for the sporting 
performances throughout the year. The boys watched Man 
Utd win 4-0 at Old Trafford and they were taken by Mr Stanley, 
Mr Jones & Mr Kumar and had a great time.

Colton Hills Sixth form students won 
the Wolverhampton Schools Table 
Tennis Team Championship for 2016. 

The champions are:
ASHISH CHHETRI, SUKHI SINGH,   
AMAR SINGH and SHAM MURARI

To become Champions they played 
10 games each against a number of 
schools including Highfields and the 
Royal. Every player contributed to this 
great Gold success. Sham won all 10 
games, what an achievement!
They now qualify for the Black Country 
games in January.

The table tennis Gold team are pictured 
with Mr Jackson who leads and 
supports all year groups at Colton Hills.

Sixth Form 
Table Tennis 
ChampionsAnother great sporting achievement for Colton Hills. 



Calendar Dates
Spring Term: 
Tuesday 3 January 2017 to Friday 7 April 2017

Half Term: Monday 20 February to Friday 24 February 2017

Summer Term: 
Monday 24 April 2017 to Friday 21 July 2017

May Day: Monday 1 May 2017
Half Term: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 2017

Parents 
Evenings
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Wednesday 15 March 2017

Thursday 22 June 2017

Parental Engagement Group

Year 11   Parents Evening  Wednesday 11 January 2017

Year 9   Parents Evening  Wednesday 25 January 2017

Year 10   Parents Evening  Wednesday 8 February 2017

Year 12 & Year 13 Parents Evening  Wednesday 1 March 2017

Year 7   Parents Evening  Wednesday 5 April 2017

Year 8   Parents Evening  Wednesday 3 May 2017


